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technology to search a pre-selected set of full-
text “answer tools” and electronic textbooks.8 
Initially named Clinical-e9 it has been rede-
signed and renamed Clinical Focus.  Clinical 
Focus allows a user to search for information 
about a disease, symptom, drug, procedure, or 
test from a single search box.  The goal in de-
veloping Clinical Focus was to embed it in the 
UPMC electronic medical record, or eRecord, 
to provide easy access to the library’s knowl-
edge-based resources at the point of care.  Cur-
rently, Clinical Focus is available to clinicians 
via the inpatient and outpatient eRecord. 
Future Plans
HSLS continues to have an excellent rela-
tionship with Vivisimo as we continue to find 
new uses for Velocity.  We have recommended 
its adoption to other libraries, and the Houston 
Academy of Medicine — Texas Medical Cen-
ter Library is currently a Vivisimo Velocity 
customer.  Because of our continued success 
with the product, we have no plans to investi-
gate other products.
We will continue to monitor the use of the 
library’s eBook search as well as the other 
search tools this project created.  The library 
will also look at other innovative ways to use 
this technology to aid our users in quickly find-
ing the information they need.  
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Senior Associate Director, University of Pittsburgh 
200 Scaife Hall, 3550 Terrace Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15261 
Phone:  (412) 648-9688  •  Fax:  (412) 648-8819 
<tannery@pitt.edu>  •  http://www.hsls.pitt.edu
Born & lived:  Born in Oil City, PA but lived most of my life in Pittsburgh.
professional career and activities:  I started my career  working in 
research labs before switching to libraries.  I loved and love working in both 
areas.
faMily:  Two daughters, one husband.
in My spare tiMe:  Read, walk, daydream.
favorite Books:  My recent favorite is Packing 
for Mars.
how/where do i see the industry in five 
years:  I see the library as a place for some 
faculty but mostly students to study and interact. 
The resources they need will be delivered to some 
type of mobile device.
Librarians will continue to adjust to new methods 
of acquisition and delivery of this information and 














1.  Vivisimo, Inc. http://vivisimo.com/.
2.  Jill E. Foust and others, “Improving E-
book Access via a Library-developed Full-text 
Search Tool,” J Med Libr Assoc. 95, no. 1 
(January 2007):40.
3.  Alix Vance, “Smarter Metadata — Aiding 
Discovery in Next Generation E-book and 
E-Journal Gateways,” The Scholarly Kitch-






4.  Ramune Kubilius, “eBooks in Health Sci-
ences: Trends and Challenges,” Against	 the	
Grain, 17 no. 1 (February 2005):36-40.
5.  The platforms are: AccessMedicine (Mc-
Graw-Hill), AccessSurgery (McGraw-Hill), 
Books@Ovid, Elsevier Science Direct, MD 
Consult (Elsevier), R2 Library (Rittenhouse), 
STAT!Ref, Thieme E-Book Library.
6.  Foust, 43.
7.  Barbara L. Folb, Charles B. Wessel, 
and Leslie J. Czechowski, “Clinical and 
Academic Use of Electronic and Print Books: 
The HSLS E-book Study,” J Med Libr Assoc. 
99, no. 3 (July  2011):222.
8.  The platforms are: ACP Pier, BMJ Clinical 
Evidence, Cochrane Database of System-
atic Reviews, Current Medical Diagnosis & 
Treatment, Current Treatment in…. (Lange 
Textbooks), MICROMEDEX and MedCalc 
3000.
9.  Barbara A. Epstein and others, “Develop-
ment of A Clinical Information Tool for the 
Electronic Medical Record: a Case Study,” J 
Med Libr Assoc. 98(3)(July 2010):223-7.
Assistant Director for Access Services 
University of Pittsburgh Health Sciences Library System 
200 Scaife Hall, 3550 Terrace Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15317 
Phone:  (412) 648-2049  •  Fax:  (412) 648-9020 
<lczech@pitt.edu>  •  http://www.hsls.pitt.edu
Born and lived:  Born in Denver and also lived (in order) in Phoenix (AZ), Fargo 
(ND), Ann Arbor (MI), Grinnell (IA), St. Paul (MN), McMurray (PA).
early life:  I’ve loved theater all my life and spent lots of my early years doing 
plays.
professional career and activities:  I’ve also loved books and libraries 
all my life, so finding a career working in them has been wonderful — although 
I never realized when I started that I’d now be spending so much time working 
with computers!
faMily:  Husband, two children (one a librarian), and two grandchildren.
in My spare tiMe:  I ride bikes, go hiking, 
do some quilting, and read.
favorite Books:  Eighteenth- and nine-
teenth-century fiction (esp. Jane austen), 
mysteries/thrillers, biographies.
Most MeMoraBle career achieve-
Ment:  Managing the EAD implementation 
project at the university of Minnesota 
Archives & Special Collections.
how/where do i see the industry in 
five years:  I see the library world still 
struggling with the issues of open access, 
print vs. electronic products, and how 
we provide materials to our patrons in a 
increasingly complex environment.  
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